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yagna, Aswamedha, Rajasuya, Putrakamesti. While some
are a must others are optional. The Karmakanda of the
vedas deals with the elaborate rituals, the qualification of
participants, the place and the animals to be selected, the
size and shape of the homakundas, the money to be
procured and the gifts to be made. Most of the sacrifices
are performed to gain material benefits and a few of them
for happiness here and hereafter. Taking it for granted that
their worldly longings are satisfied and pleasures of the
heaven are secured, they come down as soon as their punya
is exhausted. There is also a danger; if there are ommissions
and commissions, there will be adverse effects. The
sacrifices involve the slaughter of goats, horses, camels
and fowls. There is a famous sloka:
Yupam kritwa pasoon hatwa rudhiram kardamam I
Yaddhavyam gamyate swarge narake kona gamyate I I
Binding an animal to a post, killing it, making the
mire bloodly, if such a man goes to heaven, who else will
go to hell? Moreover some sacrifices proved to be
disastrous. Daksha's sacrifice ended up with the
self-immolation of his youngest daughter Sati. The
Rajasuya of Dharmaraja ensued with the game of dice,
banishment to forests and a devasting war. Dharmaraja
boasted that his Aswamedha, conducted after the great war,
was on par with that of emperor Marut, in that the pandals,
the dias, the carpets were all of gold.
A visitor asked Dharmaraja, "Have you served food
in gold plates?".
Dharmaraja replied, "Yes".
Visitor, "What have you done to those plates".
Dharmaraja, "Of course, I had them cleaned and
securely locked in the store house".
Visitor, "But Marut Chakravarthi threw them in the
dustbin".